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of the jejunum in which perforation occurred on three occasions. He states that
perforation of neoplasms of the small intestine, although uncommon, usually
occurs in the terminal stages of a large growth. Perforation of a carcinoma of
the small bowel is even more unusual. In the large series from the Massachusetts
General Hospital (Darling and Welch, 1959) only one of the thirtv-two
carcinomata presented with a perforation and in that case the growth was in
the lower ileum. It is of interest to note that in this collection of 132 small bowel
tumours presentinig symptoms included-obstruction in 67 per cent.; hxmorrhage
in 53 per cent.; abdominal mass in 31 per cent.; and perforaticin in 11 per cent.
I am grateful to Mr. AV. M. Brennan for permission to report this case.
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REVIEWS
THE EARLY HISTORY OF SURGERY. By WV. J. Bishop. (Pp. 921; illustrated. 18s.)
London: Hale, 1960.
WV. J. BISHOP who is the editor of "Medical History" is obviously an expert on this subject.
Furthermore his wide and deep experience of medical bibliography should make him the
right person to write the early history of surgery-if anyone is.
The book may be considered a model of its kind and up to the Middle Ages is a sheer joy
to read. After the Renaissance the information tends to become a little sketchy. This makes
some of the latter half of the book read rather like a synopsis, wvhich is inevitable when an
author attempts to deal with all of surgery, from the dawn of history almost to the start of
this century, in a book of 186 pages.
The book makes most exciting reading, and if the keen amateur medical historian wants
to quibble about gaps in the events during and after the Renaissance let him make use of
the bibliography. Here he will find the author to be a master of his subject. The book would
be worth a place in the literature of medical history for the bibliography alone. s. V.
OUTLINE OF FRACTUJRES. By John Crawford Adams. Third Edition. (Pp. 258; figs. 251.
27s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1960.
THE third edition of this book on fractures is even better than the second and first editions.
The first two editions were, indeed, very excellent productions and so it can be seen that the
third edition is about as perfect on the-subject, and for the readers, as can be.
The book is well written in short form, though not a synopsis, and it gives to the student
all he requires to know about fractures, both for the purpose of his final medical examination,
and for the period when he enters general practice.
It is to be strongly recommended. R. J. W. W.
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